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THE NESTING SEASON, 1991
Anne L. Stamm and Burt L. Monroe, Jr.
The months of June and July were unusually warm. In Louisville the
temperature hovered between 90 to 95 degrees on 11 days in June, and in
July between 90 to 96 degrees on 20 days. Drought conditions prevailed
throughout the state. Shrubs and trees were under stress due to both the
lack of rain and the high temperatures. In some places the ground was so
dry that it "cracked." The extreme heat and high humidity kept some
birders from going afield. Nevertheless, those that did go out found some
interesting birds such as the Willow Flycatcher in Hopkins County,
Henslow's Sparrow in eight counties, Cliff Swallows breeding in Pulaski
County, Bewick's Wrens nesting in Hardin County, and Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks summering in northern Kentucky, to name a few.
James W. Hancock took 12 June counts (June 1-27) in Hopkins County.
These counts were taken in the morning for about 4 hours or more in a
different section of the county each day to note the distribution of the birds.
His records and comments from others indicate that some species are
declining slightly, among these are the Wood Thrush, Gray Catbird,
Warbling Vireo, Orchard Oriole and Northern Oriole.
Publication of any unusual sighting of birds in the seasonal report
does not imply that these reports have been accepted as records for the
official checklist of Kentucky Birds. Decisions regarding the official Ken
tucky list are made by the KBRC and will be reported periodically in The
Kentucky Warbler.
Abbreviations: BBC = Beckham Bird Club; BBS = Breeding Bird
Survey; BWMA = Ballard Waterfowl Management Area, Ballard County;
BPS = Big Pond Sanctuary, Grayson County; KBRC = Kentucky Bird
Records Committee; LBL = Land Between the Lakes; McA = McAlpine
Dam (Falls of the Ohio), Louisville, Jefferson County; SWMA = Sauer-
lieber Wildlife Management Area, Henderson County.
Loons through Herons — A nonbreeding Common Loon lingered through
June 22 at Taylorsville Lake, Spencer County (DC). A single Double-
crested Cormorant was noted perched in a tree at Shippingport Island,
July 15 and four in the same area, July 27 (LR). There were fewer Great
Blue Herons in Ballard County this season, but elsewhere in western Ken
tucky they were common and widely distributed. The Calloway herony
appeared to be growing (CP). Other sightings included one flying over
north of Bighill, in southern Madison County, June 19 (CMS); 9 below
McA, July 26 (LR); and 6 at Lake Pewee, Hopkins County, July 30 (KC,
LR). A Great Egret appeared at McA, June 21 and 4 at the same location,
July 26 (LR); 3 at Lake #9, Fulton County, July 17 (CP); and 17 on trees
on the levee, Fulton County and Lake #9, July 30 (CP). A few Snowy
Egrets were observed in July: 1 at McA, July 7 (LR); 1, BWMA (no
date given, CP); 1 at Falls of the Ohio, July 15 (KC, LR). An adult
Little Blue Heron was seen in the pools below McA, June 27-July 31 (LR);
flock of 50, chiefly second-year birds, in the vicinity of Laketon, Carlisle
County, July 11 (CP); 4 (1 adult, 3 first-year young) at BWMA, July 30
(CP); 1 at SWMA, July 30 (KC, LR). Cattle Egrets were numerous in
western Kentucky in late July: 62 at a pond several miles south of La
Center, Ballard County; 5 at BWMA, and 3 along a roadside pond in
Ballard County as well as small groups in several places totaling 16 birds,
Carlisle County, all on July 30 (CP). No others were reported in Kentucky;
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however, 7 were seen in Floyd County, Indiana, just across the Ohio River
from the Falls of the Ohio, while members of the BBC were on a field trip
in Indiana. Average numbers of Green-backed Herons were found in
western Kentucky (CP); 3 below McA, June 27 (LR); 6 around a small
pond in the reclaimed strip mine area near Ano, Pulaski County, July 27
(JEl); and 1 at SWMA, July 30 (KC, LR); none along Seneca Park
Beargrass Creek, Louisville (S, FS). There was little mention of the Black-
crowned Night-Herons, but at least 28-35 (both adults and immatures)
were seen at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson County, July 7 (S, FS); 4
flying over south-central Jefferson County in late July (DS). Three
Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were noted at the Falls of the Ohio, June 14
(LR) and a few were there July 7 (S, FS).
Waterfowl — The KBRC accepted the record of an immature Tundra
Swan sighted on April 13 on McElroy Lake, Warren County. There were a
few records of Canada Geese: a female incubating at Burlington, Boone
County during April, and an adult with young at Lake Jerico, Henry
County, May 29 (LMc). A female Wood Duck was seen on a nest near
Petersburg, Boone County, April 7-14, young out of the nest during June
(LMc); female with a brood of 7 and 1 with 3 young at East Bend, Boone
CJounty, May 28 (LMc); females with broods at Lake Jerico, May 29
(LMc, KCa); female with fledged young, near Inez, Martin County, June
4 (CMS). Also, a female Wood Duck was seen with 4-6 very young duck
lings on a pond in Ten Broeck subdivision, northeast Jefferson County,
June 22 (S, FS); another female with half-grown young on the North
Pork of the Licking River (border Robertson and Bracken counties), July
3 (CMS); several family clusters totaling about 20 birds observed along
Beargrass Creek between Trevilian Way and Eastern Parkway, Jefferson
County, July 19 (BM). Also observed at BPS at various times during the
period (KC). Seven American Black Ducks had returned to SWMA by
July 30 (KC, LR).
Hawks — No Black Vulture nests were reported, but 4 individuals
were seen in Hickman County, north of Murphy's Pond at a permanent
roost, June 15 (CP); and 6 at a roost in the vicinity of Bondurant, Fulton
County, July 17 (CP). Twenty-nine Turkey Vultures were seen at the
roost in Hickman County noted above, June 16 and 25 birds in the Fulton
County roost in the vicinity of Bondurant, July 17 (CP); and 22 were on
the rock ledge below McA on July 26 (LR). Quite encouraging were the 6
Osprey nests found in LBL (9 young from these nests were banded). The
nests were located between Barkley Dam and Route 68 and 80 that crosses
Lake Barkley (WB). A few Mississippi Kites were observed along their
traditional sites, but they were fewer in number this year (CP). There
were 2 nests of the Bald Eagle found in LBL this season: 1 bird fledged
from a nest at Mammoth Furnace Bay and two fledged from a nest at
Fulton Bay (WB). There were few Northern Harriers compared to the
summer of 1989. In fact, only one report was received and that was of an
immature or female at Peabody Homestead Surface Mine, Ohio County on
July 30 (KC). A Cooper's Hawk was seen in Hardin County near Elizabeth-
town, at the junction of 251 and 3005 (Ring Road), June 7 (CMS); and 2
noted during the period at BPS (KC). A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks
was seen together in Martin County south of the town of Kermit on June
6 (CMS). Two Broad-winged Hawks were seen east of Monterey, Owen
County, June 4 and may have been a nesting pair, and a single bird was
seen near Union, Boone County, July 20 (LMc). Twelve nests of the Red-
tailed Hawk were found in the Danville area during the spring months
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(William Kemper, fide FL). An albinistie Red-tailed Hawk was observed
on and off since spring near New Concord, Galloway County (Sherry and
Tom Sherwood, fide CP). The only Peregrine Falcon reported was an adult
bird which was seen perched on a building in downtown Louisville (only
a few blocks from the Ohio River), on July 2. The bird was banded on both
legs (JB, PB, John Bell).
Grouse through Cranes — The only report of the Ruffed Grouse was
an adult standing in the roadway east of Livingston, Rockcastle County,
June 27 (CMS). Two adult Wild Turkeys were noted with 14 young entering
Boone County Cliffs Nature Preserve, June 23 (KCa, JCa). Northern
Bobwhites appeared to be having a good year. In southeastern Kentucky
during Breeding Bird Atlas work, the birds were found in the following
counties: northern Letcher, eastern Madison, western Estill, west of Louisa
in Lawrence, Martin, Robertson, western Mason, and Laurel (CMS). Also,
there were 55 birds on the Bastview (Hardin and Meade counties) U.S.
Fish and Wildlife BBS (BM), 20 birds on the Radcliff (Hardin County)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife BBS (KG, Alita Wilson); and 2 or more at BPS
during the period (KG). An American Coot was seen as late as July 12 on
Kentucky Lake, Trigg County (G. Boaz, fide CP). The two Sandhill Cranes
noted flying over Hardin County, about 10 miles south of Elizabethtown,
June 4 we.e unexpected (Sally Brown, BM et al).
Shorebirds through Terns — There were good numbers of Killdeers in
western Kentucky, but there were no concentrations over 25 (CP). The
majority of fall migrant shorebirds returned in late July. Five Greater
Yellowlegs were at Paradise Steam Plant, Muhlenberg County, July 30 and
1 at SWMA on the same date (KG, LR). However, a Solitary Sandpiper
had arrived quite early at a pond on a horse farm, north of Lexington,
Fayette County, July 5 (WD) and another at SWMA, July 30 (KC, LR).
Few Spotted Sandpipers were reported: 1 at Falls of the Ohio, July 7
(FS, S); 1 on Kentucky Lake, Trigg County, July 14 (CP); 1 observed
at SWMA, July 30 (KC, LR). Twenty-three Semipalmated Sandpipers were
observed in Fulton County at Lake #9, July 17 (CP); 9 in the same area,
July 30 (CP); 6 at Paradise Steam Plant, July 30 (KG, LR); 12 at Mitchell
Lake, BWMA, July 30 (CP); and 1 at SWMA, July 30 (KG, LR). A
Western Sandpiper, uncommon in fall, was noted at Paradise Steam Plant,
July 30 (LR). Six Least Sandpipers were first reported at Lake #9,
July 17 (CP); 16 at Mitchell Lake, July 30 (CP); and 2 at SWMA,
July 30 (KG, LR). The only Pectoral Sandpipers reported were the 11
at Mitchell Lake (CP), 2 at SWMA (KC, LR), and 4 at Paradise Steam
Plant (LR, KC), all on July 30. A single Stilt Sandpiper was found at
Mitchell Lake, July 30 (CP). Four Caspian Terns were seen in the vicinity
of Laketon over the Mississippi River, Carlisle County, July 30 (CP).
Small numbers of Least Terns were noted during the entire period scattered
at Lake #9 and on both the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers (CP).
Cuckoos through Woodpeckers — An adult Black-billed Cuckoo was
seen carrying food (presumably feeding young) in western Martin County,
June 6 (CMS); and 1 heard, Middle Greek Road, Boone County, July 4
(LMc). Three to four Yellow-billed Cuckoos were present during June at
BPS (KG); and 32 were found in Hopkins County on 11 of the 12 June
trips (JH). A nest of the Eastern Screech-Owl with young was found near
Big Bone, Boone County, May 11 (LMc); adults feeding young at nest,
Burlington, Boone County, May 18 (KCa, JCa); and heard in woods in
back of Staghorn Drive, eastern Jefferson County, during the period
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(DN). A Great Horned Owl was found on its nest at Big Bone, March 2
and 2 grown young there, April 13 (LMc); and 1 heard during the period
back of Staghorn Drive (DN). The only Chuck-wills-widows reported were
the 2 heard at BPS during June (KC). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds ap
parently had a good season. The birds were common at feeders throughout
Pulaski County, with 2 or more at most feeders (JEl); 5 at feeders
in a yard at Science Hill, Pulaski County. July 14 (JEl); 10 males and 5
females were the maximum numbers at BPS (no specific dates given, KC).
Wally Brines had a maximum of 28 birds at his five feeders in Murray,
Calloway County, July 31. A pair of Belted Kingfishers was observed chas
ing each other andi calling excitedly as they flew over the small lake in
the Ten Broeck subdivision, northeastern Jefferson County, June 9-15. The
birds probably nested in the area near the lake, or along the bank of nearby
Little Goose Creek since they were observed again on June 19 and July
23 (S). An adult Red-headed Woodpecker was feeding young at a nest
near Burlington, July 4 (LMc); 4 summering during June and July at
BPS (KC); a pair noted in the Ten Broeck subdivision (FS, S). Red
headed Woodpeckers have retained their numbers this year in the Lexington
area, but Northern Flickers "are nearly gone" (WD).
Flycatchers through Swallows — A total of 51 Eastern Wood-Pewees
was recorded on the 12 June counts in Hopkins County (JH). Nests of the
Acadian Flycatcher were found along Middle Creek Road, June 1 and at
Boone Cliffs Nature Preserve, Boone County, June 3 (LMc); 1 bird on
the Radcliff BBS June 7 (KC, AW); and 9 recorded on 5 of the 12
Hopkins County June counts (JH). The Willow Flycatcher summered again
near Petersburg, Boone County (LMc); 2, Radcliff BBS, June 7 (KC,
AW); 1 in the vicinity of Elk Creek Bridge, Hopkins County, June 1 and
again on June 12 (JH). Nesting of the Eastern Phoebe was observed at
several locations, especially in Boone County (LMc). There was little
comment about the Great Crested Flycatcher, but a pair nested in the
neighborhood of Briarwood Park, northeastern Jefferson County (DN);
2 present at BPS (KC); and 14 recorded on 9 June counts in Hopkins
County (JH). Nesting Purple Martins were fewer in number in the Louis
ville area while the largest postbreeding concentration consisted of 5,000
to 10,000 in eastern Jefferson County, near Prospect, late July (BM, CMS,
photographed and videotaped); of interest is that the martins roosted in
trees among a summer starling-blackbird congregation. Summering Tree
Swallows were noted at Easit Bend, Boone County and nested successfully
in a bluebird box near Burlington where building took place on May 4,
male feeding young June 15 (LMe); 1 perched in a dead tree at Cimmaron
Marsh, Hopkins County, June 15 (JH). Also, good numbers successfully
nested in southern Ohio County (BF). No nests were found at Long Run
County Park, Jefferson County where they nested formerly (FS). Bank
Swallows were again observed entering nesting cavities at a Belleview,
Boone County gravel pit, May 11 and the sandy bank of the ash pond of
the East Bend Power Plant on the same date (LMc, JCa, KCa, TS). Nest-
building of Cliff Swallows was noted at the Woolper Creek Bridge, Boone
County, May 11 (LMc); 40-^ nests at Markland Dam, Gallatin County,
May 29 (LMc, KCa); nests in northwestern Pulaski County, near Ansel,
June 25 — a new county breeding record (JEl); and 1 nest observed, with
1 adult flying around, under a bridge along 1-65 in eastern Bath County,
July 6, also providing a new county breeding record (CMS).
Crows through Shrikes — What happened to the Fish Crows? Only
one heard in the entire area during the period (CP). The Carolina Wren
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was doing well in northeastern Jefferson (S, DN) and Grayson counties
(KC). Also, the species was fairly common in Hopkins County with 134
birds recorded on the 12 June counts (JH). There were 3 reports of the
Bewick's Wren: a pair west of Berea, Madison County, at the entrance to
the Berea landfill, the male singing, June 19 (CMS); an adult with 4
young at Bonnieville, Hardin County during the period (GE); and 1, at
U, of K. agriculture farm, Fayette County, July 11 (WD). Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers apparently are decreasing. There were only 3 birds recorded
on 2 of the June counts in Hopkins County, 1 at Cimmaron Marsh, and 2
along HWY 503 south of Coiltown (JH). The only other report was of an
adult bird on a nest in Robertson County, July 3 (CMS). Eastern Blue
birds were numerous in northern Jefferson and southwestern Oldham coun
ties, where a "trail" of boxes had been erected and studied (FK); nest with
5 white eggs noted in Calloway County, and all eggs hatched and young
fledged (WB). Fair numbers were found nesting in Trigg County (WB).
Wood Thrushes continue to be in low numbers: 17 birds tabulated on only
7 of the 12 June counts in Hopkins County (JH); and a recently fledged
young noted at Jenny Wiley State Resort Park, Floyd County, June 4
(CMS). Gray Catbirds continue to be low in numbers particularly in the
Louisville area and are absent in many suitable habitats where formerly
they were nesting birds (S). The species may be declining in Hopkins
County as only 10 birds were found on 5 of the June counts (JH). There
were few comments on the Cedar Waxwing, although nests were found
along Middle Creek in western Boone County in June and at 2 Henry
County locations, May 29 (LMc). There are resident Loggerhead Shrikes
now at the U. of K. Farm, Lexington — a new development, according to
Professor Wayne Davis. Only 5 birds were recorded on 2 of the 12 June
counts in Hopkins County, 4 of these were along Smith Todd Road, east
of Madisonville (JH).
Vireos through Warblers — A White-eyed Vireo was seen feeding a
juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird, north of Hazard in Perry County, June
13 (CMS). A Solitary Vireo was noted singing in western Martin County,
June 6 (CMS); and 2 were heard singing at Bad Branch Nature Preserve,
Letcher County, June 13 (CMS). Two nests of the Yellow-throated Vireo
were found on the Radcliff BBS, June 7 (KC, AW); and fair numbers
were recorded in Hopkins County (JH). The Warbling Vireo has disap
peared from two locations in Seneca Park, Louisville, where it formely
nested (S). Three Warbling Vireos were seen at Lake Pewee, June 5 and
1 at Loch Mary, Earlington, Hopkins County, June 7 (JH); 3 counted on
the Radcliff BBS, June 7 (KC, AW). Nesting records of the Blue-winged
Warbler included an adult bird carrying food to young at Dinsmore Woods,
Boone County, May 80 and June 1 (LMc); adult feeding 5 young at nest,
Middle Creek Road, Burlington, June 2 (KCa, JCa). Several birds noted
in central and southern Lawrence County, June 5 and in Martin County,
June 4 and 6 (CMS); also in Letcher and Perry counties iu June (CMS).
A pair of Yellow Warblers was seen feeding young out of the nest along
Middle Creek in late June (LMc). A Yellow-throated Warbler was seen
gathering nesting material at the campground of Carter Caves State Resort
Park, April 27 (LMc et al). A Pine Warbler was seen and heard in strip
mine country in west Muhlenberg County, June 9 (CP); another in pines
in northern Hopkins County at the Pete Gibson Road, almost at the
Webster County line (JH); and a singing male at James Hancock's home
area in Madisonville at the end of July. The Cerulean Warbler was found
scattered in eastern Kentucky, nowhere commonly; an adult with young
noted in northern Jackson County, June 26 (CMS); and adults also
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recorded in Lee, Martin, and Perry counties in June (CMS). The American
Redstart was scattered across eastern Kentucky, not abundant, and re
corded in the following counties: Letcher, Martin, Perry, and northern
Jackson during June (CMS). A nest of the Prothonotary Warbler was
found in East Bend, May 28 (LMc, KCa). An adult Worm-eating Warbler
was noted carrying food to a nest at the Boone Cliffs Nature Preserve, June
3, and recently fledged young were seen out of the nest on June 22 (LMc);
a fledged young observed in southern Madison County, June 19 (CMS).
Although never very common, adult birds were scattered across the follow
ing eastern counties: Jackson, Lawrence, Lee, Letcher, and Perry during
June (CMS). Three singing Swainson's Warblers were found along Bad
Branch in Letcher County, June 13; also observed by others at the same
location both before and after this date ("i.e., three males were on territory
here this summer" — CMS). A Louisiana Waterthrush was seen feeding
a fledgling near Carrollton, Carroll County, May 29 (LMc); only 1 found
in June in the Ilsley area, Hopkins County (JH). An adult Kentucky
Warbler was feeding young at the nest at Boone Cliffs Nature Preserve,
June 9 (KCa, JCa); and fair numbers in Hopkins County (JH). The
Common Yellowthroat was present in good numbers in Hopkins County
(JH). A Hooded Warbler nest with 1 young and 1 unhatched cowbird egg
was seen at Boone Cliffs Nature Preserve, June 7 (LMc). The Yellow-
breasted Chat has disappeared from some sites in Hopkins County but is
doing well in others; 53 were recorded on the 12 June counts (JH).
Tanagers through Finches — There seemed to be a slight decrease in
the Summer Tanagers sighted in Hopkins County this year over last
summer (JH). Two Scarlet Tanagers were found in Hopkins County: one
at Olive Branch Church, northwest of Madisonville, June 19, and the other
at Brazzle Bridge area, vicinity of Pond River and McLean County, June
2C (JH). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were summering in northern Kentucky
for the first time. Nesting behavior was noted along Middle Creek Road,
May 11, and the pair remained through mid-June (LMc, KCa, JCa, TS);
another singing male was noted at Dinsmore Woods, June 1 (LMc). The
Blue Grosbeak was seen at a feeder at BPS in July and also observed in
Ohio (KC) and Hopkins counties (JH). Numbers appear to be increasing
in the latter county. Indigo Buntings appear to be stable. Two Dickcissels
were found on reclaimed strip mine land, near Ano, Pulaski County, June
24 (JEl) ; on later visits the birds could not be found. Fair numbers noted
in Hopkins (JH) and Ohio counties (KC); and 1 singing south of Oxford,
Scott County, July 3 (CMS). While Rufous-sided Towhees appear to be
scarce in some areas, they are doing well in Hopkins County where 77 were
recorded on the 12 June counts (JH). Savannah Sparrows (2 pairs) were
found on a horse farm, north of Lexington, Fayette County, through June,
and on July 11 the species was found there at 4 locations (WD). Breeding
of the Grasshopper Sparrow was observed in Henry County, where an adult
bird was seen carrying food to young. May 29 (LMc, KCa); several birds
noted at reclaimed strip mine land near Ano, July 24 (JEl); and 10 im-
niatures were observed along the roadside in this area, July 27 (JEl);
also, numerous in Ohio County (BBC). Singing Henslow's Sparrows were
hea^ near Sadieville, Scott County and at Mason, Grant County, June
4 (LMc); 2 or more in northern Laurel County, June 25, in eastern
Madison County on Aimy Depot property, June 26 (CMS); west of Mt.
Olivet in Robertson and Bracken counties, July 3 (CMS); 1 along Gooch-
town. Loop Road in northern Pulaski County, July 17 (JEl); and also
observed in Ohio County (KC). It was interesting that there were 28 Song
Sparrows recorded on 5 of the 12 June counts taken in Hopkins County
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where summer records have been few. The species was most common in the
Elk Creek area (JH). Nest-building of the Orchard Oriole was noted near
Petersburg, May 11 (LMc); only 8 birds were listed on 5 of the 12 June
counts in Hopkins County (JH). The species has obviously declined there
in recent years (JH), which also seems to be true in some parts of Jeffer
son County (S). A nest of the Northern Oriole was found at Dinsmore
Woods, with an adult on the nest, June 1 (LMc); 1 bird noted northeast of
Madisonville, June 1, but the species was not recorded in some places in
Hopkins County where found last year (JH); 4 birds at BPS, June 20
(KC). This species was not found at 2 locations in Seneca Park, where it
has nested for years (S). Five nests of the House Finch (3 in hanging
fern baskets, 2 in evergreen trees) in adjacent yards were successful in
south-central Louisville (VJ, WJ); 20-25 present in Valley Station yard,
southwestern Jefferson County, during July (DS). A flock of Red Cross
bills was present at a feeder in Elizabethtown, Hardin County in early
June and moved on during mid-June (BBC); 2 birds observed there, June
7 (CMS).
Contributors — Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Jane Bell (JB), Pat Bell
(PB), Wally Brines (WB), Joe Caminiti (JCa), Kathy Caminiti (KCa),
Kathryn Clay (KC), Dona Coates (DC), Jackie Elmore (JEl), George
Elliott (GE), Blaine Ferrell (BF), Richard Healy (RH), Violet Jackson
(VJ), Wilbur Jackson (WJ), Frank Krull Sr. (FK), Frederick Loetscher
(FL), Lee McNeely (LMc), Burt L. Monroe, Jr. (BM), Doxie Noonan (DN),
Clell Peterson (CP), Lene Rauth (LR), Anne L. Stamm (S), F. W. Stamm
(FS), Thomas Stephens (TS), C. Michael Stinson (CMS), Donald Sum-
merfield (DS), Alita Wilson (AW).
— Anne L. Stamm, 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40241, and Burt L.
Monroe, Jr., Department of Biology, University of Louisville, Louisville
40292.
Corrigendum — The following correction is necessary for the Winter
Season, 1990-1991 report {Ky. War. Vol. 67:28, 1991). The duck population
at BWMA reached 50,000, the highest number since 1970, not 1972.
KENTUCKY BALD EAGLE COUNT FOR 1991
James Durell and David Yancy
Target dates for the 1991 eagle census were January 7 or 8, within a
time frame of January 3-17. Weather was unusually mild in Kentucky and
in the northern eagle range. This may have held eagles and their waterfowl
prey north of Kentucky. The count dropped from 322 in 1990 to 172 in 1991.
The percentage of immature Bald Eagles decreased for the second
consecutive year (36%, 33%, 24%).
In 1991, seven eaglets were fledged from four of six active nests at
Land Between the Lakes and Ballard Waterfowl Area.
Table I summarizes the 1991 census, with some earlier high records,
and the 1990 count.
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TABLE I — Kentucky Bald Eagle Census, January 3-17, 1991,
with some earlier high counts.
Earlier
1991 records
EOUTE Ad. Imm. Total 1990 High Year
Land Between the Lakes 55 17 72 112 112 1990
Blood River - S. Galloway 2 2 1990
Mississippi River 25 6 31 43 72 1984
Ohio R., to Carrsville 17 6 27=:= 49 89 1986
Ohio River, to Owensboro 2 2 4 13 17 1989
Ohio River, to Louisville 1 1 2 5 1986
Bernheim Forest 1 1 3 3 1990
Nolin R. Lake It 3 3 1990
Barren R. Lake 1 1 2 3 1989
Green River Lake 2 5 9t 6 12 1986
Dale Hollow, Ky. portion 4 4 20 38 1989
Lake Cumberland 7 1 8 26 26 1990
Cumberland R., below dam 4 8 1986
Cave Run Lake 2 1 3 3 10 1989
Grayson Lake 1 1 2 1 1 1989
Laurel Lake 2 2 6 9 1985
Martin's Fork 1 1 1 3 1988
Dewey Lake 1 1 1990
Total Bald Eagles 121 39 167t
Golden Eagles 5
* Ballard Co. Wildlife Area reported 5 adult, 3 juvenile, and 3 age-unknown
Bald Eagles.
t Totals indude Bald Eagles, age unknown.
5 Golden Eagles: 2 immature and 1 adult, Bernheim Forest. 1 immature.
Lake Barkley. 1 not aged, Fort Knox.
Dale Hollow: Tennessee portion reported 64 eagles.
Eagles within 15 miles of similar birds previously reported were not
added to the totals.
Fifty-five observers in 28 parties reported 267 other raptors. Thirty-
nine parties reported 394 in 1990. Seven year totals are in parentheses:
Black Vulture 19 (111); Turkey Vulture 34 (62); Osprey 1 (2); Northern
Harrier 1 (32); Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 (14); Cooper's Hawk 3 (12);
Northern Goshawk 0 (1); Red-shouldered Hawk 5 (21); Red-tailed Hawk
70 (488) ; Rough-legged Hawk 0 (12); American Kestrel 123 (633);
Merlin 0 (1); Peregrine Falcon 0 (3, in 1990, not verified by a biologist);
unidentified hawks 5 (27) ; Barn Owl 0 (1).
Last year there were 185 observers in 86 parties. This year there were
147 people in 66 parties, representing the Kentucky Ornithological Society,
federal and state Fish and Wildlife agencies, TVA, U. S. Forest Service,
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Knox, National Park Service, Ken
tucky Dept. of Parks, Audubon Society and Bernheim Forest.
— Kentucky Ornithological Society, 308 Meadow Lane, Frankfort.
— Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife, Frankfort 40601.
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THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
FALL MEETING —SEPTEMBER 27-29, 1991
The Kentucky Ornithological Society held its 68th annual meeting at
Pine Mountain State Resort Park on September 27-29, 1991. Virginia
Kingsolver, President, opened the Friday evening meeting with a welcome
to members and guests. Lee McNeely, Vice-president, introduced the evening
program speakers. Paul Klatt, an Eastern Kentucky University graduate
student, presented the results of his study on the effect of mate removal
on singing behavior of male and female Eastern Screech-Owls. Mike
Stinson gave an update on operation of Kentucky's birding hotline. Infor
mation regarding 70 species had been utilized. Mike also gave some infor
mation about membership in the American Birding Association. Richard
Hannon, Director of the Kentucky Nature Preserves, told the Society
about the current status of Chaney Lake and other Preserve actions and
holdings in Kentucky. Blaine Ferrell presented some results of his ongoing
study of the breeding biology of the southern population of Tree Swallows.
Virginia Kingsolver showed the new KOS membership brochure and pointed
out two new illustrations provided to the Society by artist Ray Harm. She
also thanked Jim Williams for his work developing the new brochure.
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., provided an update on the status of the Breed
ing Bird Atlas. The evening program concluded with the member's photo
quiz and slide show. Ray Harm's original pencil drawings were on dis
play during the informal social hour that followed the program.
The weather for the Saturday morning field trips was cool and
clear at the higher elevations with heavy fog in the valleys. Lee McNeely
led one field trip in the lodge area and Mike Stinson led a second trip to
Cumberland Gap National Historical Park and the Pinnacle to observe
hawk migration.
The Board of Directors met at 1:30 p.m. in the Ray Harm Room at the
lodge.
A special business meeting was called to order by Virginia Kingsolver,
President, at 3:35 p.m. in the Ray Harm Room to consider revisions in the
By-laws of the Kentucky Ornithological Society.
Dona Coates, Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer, gave a financial
report for the Society. The total assets of the KOS, as of 25 September
1991, were $17,105.87.
Members of the By-laws Revision Committee were: Blaine R. Perrell,
Virginia Kingsolver (ex officio), Clell Peterson, chairman, Burt Monroe,
Jr., Herbert Shadowen and Anne Stamm.
Virginia Kingsolver introduced Chairman Clell Peterson who presented
the By-laws revisions as approved by the Board of Directors for approval
by the membership. Discussion of the revisions followed and questions
pertaining to eliminating the Curator position (Artcle IH, Secton E)
developed. As a result Chairman Peterson suggested the Curator and
references to the position be excepted from the vote on acceptance to the
revisions. Chairman Peterson said the By-laws Committee would reconsider
the position and duties of the Curator. Clell Peterson moved that the By
laws Revisions (excepting the areas dealing with the Curator) be accepted.
The membership voted to accept the motion as stated.
Virginia Kingsolver and the membership extended their thanks to
Clell Peterson and committee members for their work on the revisions.
The nominating committee presented the following slate of officers for
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1992: Lee McNeely, President; Fred Busroe, Vice-president; Dona Coates,
Corresponding Secretary-treasurer; C. Michael Stinson, Recording Secre
tary; and, Herbert Clay and Arthur Ricketts, Councillors. Bert Powell
moved to accept the slate as presented. The membership approved the slate
of officers for 1992.
The special business meeting concluded at 5:15 p.m.
Following a buffet dinner in the lodge dining room the group assembled
in the Ray Harm Room for the Saturday evening program. Virginia King-
solver introduced Dr. Fred Alsop, chairman of the Biology Department,
East Tennessee State University. Dr. Alsop, an outstanding naturalist
and wildlife photographer, presented the evening program, Trekking With
a Wildlife Photographer. The program and his slides were excellent.
During the short business meeting after the program Virginia King-
solver extended her appreciation to everyone for their cooperation during
her tenure as president. The membership responded by thanking her for her
efforts as president.
Lee McNeely compiled the bird list which totaled 93 species.
Sunday morning the weather was again cool and clear with some fog
in the valleys. One group birded the golf course and others birded in the
lodge area.
A total of 54 registered for the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Fred M. Busroe
Recording Secretary
ATTENDANCE AT THE FALL MEETING
AT PINE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
BEREA: Art and Tina Ricketts
BEVERLY: Sam and Ester Lawson
BOWLING GREEN: Blaine and Priscilla Ferrell
BUCKHORN: Eileen Sandlin
BURLINGTON: Joe and Kathy Caminiti, Lee and Lynda McNeely, Tom
and Karen Stephens
CARLISLE: Dr. and Mrs. Wendell Kingsolver
COX'S CREEK: Dona Coates
DANVILLE: Neil and Ginny Eklund
FALLS OF ROUGH: Joyce Porter, Dora Lee St. Clair
GEORGETOWN: Mary Strong
HAZARD: Dr. Dennis Sandlin
LEXINGTON: Lula Kurkland, Ann Reith, Jim Williams
LOUISVILLE: Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Clay, Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Brainard
Palmer-Ball, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Stamm, Mike and Tanya Stinson,
Don Summerfield
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MACEO: Bert and Millie Powell
MOREHEAD: Fred Busroe
MURRAY: Clell T. Peterson
OWENSBORO: Margaret Craig, MariLee and Wendell Thompson
RICHMOND: Paul Watt, Mrs. J. W. Murphy, Delores Nelson, Mr. and
Mrs. A. L. Whitt, Jr.
STANLEY: Tom and Anna Stevenson
UTICA: Tony and Brenda Eaden
EVANSVILLE, IND: John Humphrey
DYERSVILLE, TENN: Ken and Betty Leggett
ESSEX, ENGLAND: Frank Bender
BIRDS OBSERVED AT THE ANNUAL
FALL MEETING 1991
Birds observed on Saturday field trips at Pine Mountain State Resort
Park and at the Cumberland Gap included: Pied-billed Grebe, Great Blue
Heron, Wood Duck, Mallard, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey,
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ruffed Grouse, American Coot,
Killdeer, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-
Owl, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red
headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Wood
pecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Kingbird, Northern
Rough-winged Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Carolina Chickadee,
Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown
Creeper, Carolina Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson's
Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Northern Mocking
bird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, White-eyed
Vireo, Solitary Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Golden-winged Warbler, Ten
nessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Magnolia
Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Yellow-rumped
Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Pine Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Palm Warbler, Cerulean
Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, American Red
start, Worm-eating Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Common
Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, Canada Warbler, Summer Tanager, Scarlet
Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting,
Chipping Sparrow, Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed
Junco, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, House Finch, American
Goldfinch and House Sparrow for a total of 93 species. Additional species
observed on Sunday field trips were Barred Owl, Ruby-crowned Kinglet,
Hermit Thrush, Veery, Philadelphia Vireo and Northern Parula bringing
the weekend total to 99 species.
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FIELD NOTES
SUMMERING ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS IN BOONE COUNTY
On May 11, 1991, while participating in a local birdathon, we ob
served a male and female Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus)
engaging in nesting behavior. The female was seen, accompanied by the male,
carrying nest material toward a grove of trees along Middle Creek in
Boone County, approximately six miles west of Burlington. Returning to
the site two hours later, we again observed the pair. On this occasion, the
female flew to the ground in a clearing, broke off a weed stem, then dis
carded it. With the male perched above the clearing, the female gathered
another stem, this time flying with it into the same grove of trees as
earlier.
Despite numerous repeated visits to the area, the nest was never located
and no further nesting activity was noted. The female was last seen in
late May, while the male remained at least through June 23, regularly
singing on most occasions. The habitat could best be described as bottom
land riparian, with box elder being the dominant species of tree.
In addition to the above sightings, a second singing male bird was
observed on June 1, 1991 in an upland forest approximately % mile from
the first site. Unfortunately, no follow-up visit was made to this area and
it was not known if this bird represented a late migrant or summering bird.
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are known to breed in Kentucky only on Big
Black Mountain and a single record from Maceo in Daviess County. In
addition there is a small number of summer sightings from across the
state. However, there are several confirmed nestings for the Cincinnati,
Ohio area, some less than 10 miles from the above-mentioned sites.
Hopefully this will represent a legitimate range expansion of this
attractive bird into the northern part of Kentucky. — LEE K. McNEELY,
2932 Gallatin St., Burlington, 41005, JOE AND KATHY CAMINITI, 4980
Middle Creek Rd., Burlington, 41005, TOMMY STEPHENS, 1884 Hidden
Springs Dr., Burlington, 41005.
NESTING OF FIED-BILLED GREBE AT CHANEY LAKE
Although formerly regarded as a "fairly common summer resident"
(Mengel, Birds of Kentucky, p. 155), the Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus
podiceps) is now regarded as Endangered as a nesting bird in Kentucky
(Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission, Endangered, Threatened,
and Special Concern Plant and Animal Species of Kentucky, 1991). Loss
of suitable wetland breeding habitat, perhaps in combination with the
accumulation of pesticide residues during the 1950s and '60s, has resulted
in a widespread decline in the nesting population. The first confirmed
nesting of Pied-billed Grebes in more than a decade was documented at
Chaney Lake in "Warren County in 1991. Details of this observation follow.
The late winter and early spring of 1991 were wet enough to cause the
transient lakes in southern Warren County to rise to fairly high levels.
Subsequent spring rainfall was abundant enough to keep standing water at
Chaney Lake through much of July. The first evidence of nesting was
observed on 28 April, when I watched an adult Pied-billed Grebe carry
nesting material into an inundated patch of weeds in the middle of the lake.
While walking the perimeter of the lake a few days later, I located an
abandoned, empty nest in shallow water along the northern shore. With firm
evidence of attempted nesting in hand, I returned to Chaney Lake on 15
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May with the intention of searching for the presence of active nests and/or
young. Two nests were located as I waded through vegetation inundated by
the water. The first contained one egg laying off to the side and apparently
had been abandoned; the second contained five fresh eggs that were covered
with a loose layer of dead plant material. At the time of observation, the
two nests with eggs were in one to two feet of water. Because I was afraid
that my actions might cause abandonment of nests, all suitable nesting
habitat was not searched. All three nests located were composed of floating
masses of dead plant material and algae attached loosely to the stalks of
emergent dead weed stems still standing from the previous year.
Subsequent visits to Chaney Lake yielded observations of at least one
juvenile bird. On 26 May, Richard Cassell and I observed a half-grown,
stripe-headed bird being fed by two adults in the middle of the lake; a third
adult was in their company. The juvenile bird dove beneath the water
several times, but it continually begged from the adults and was fed at least
twice. On 11 June, Richard Healy and I again observed this family group.
Based on the size of the bird, it was certainly not from the active nest
observed in mid-May. Although the lake level dropped steadily during the
rest of the month, water apparently remained in Chaney Lake through the
first half of July. Unfortunately, I was unable to make another trip to
determine if the young bird was able to attain flight before the water
finally dried up sometime in mid-July.
These observations represent the first confirmed report of nesting of
Pied-billed Grebes in Kentucky in many years. However, they suggest that
^peculation that a juvenile bird observed on McElroy Lake in early July
1989 originated from another breeding area was incorrect (Palmer-Ball and
Boggs, K.W. 67:38, 1991). Nesting habitat similar to that used at Chaney
in 1991 was present in at least two places on McElroy Lake in 1989,
and the juvenile bird observed on 4 July 1989 was likely raised at McElroy
Lake. Most historical reports of nesting grebes at the transient lakes (e.g.
Mengel, p. 155; Wilson K.W. 16:15, 1940; Wilson K.W. 38:6, 1962) are
not specific enough to determine which lake they were from, and all that
were specifically mentioned in literature accounts pertained to McElroy
Lake. Thus, this apparently constitutes the first confirmed nesting report
from Chaney Lake. — BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., 8207 Old West-
port Road, Louisville, 40222.
NEWS AND VIEWS
CHRISTMAS BHID COUNT
Christmas (Midwinter) Bird Counts should be carried out between
December 14,1991 and January 2, 1992. If you were a participant last year,
you should have already received material related to your count. Those
individuals who would like to initiate a Midwinter Bird Count should con
tact the editor for report forms. Thank you.
At the Fall Meeting, the Board of Directors discussed the Christmas
Bird Count, specifically with respect to the participation fees charged by
American Birds for publication of the counts in that national journal. The
Board had previously received a request that the K.O.S. support the posi
tion that compilers submit counts only to The Kentucky Warbler, where
there is no charge for publication.
The Christmas Bird Counts were begun by the National Audubon
Society in 1900 and have continued to the present, a database of almost a
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century of winter bird records. With the mandate of National Audubon
Society that American Birds must be a self-sufficient publication, a national
committee of both professional ornithologists and amateur birders was
convened in New York in 1985 to discuss ways of continuing the Christmas
count issue, which had grown by that time to where the number of counts
exceeded a thousand, the number of participants was in five figures and
its publication costs nearly exceeded that of the other four regular quarterly
issues. Ways of cutting publication costs were considered {e.g., omitting
participant lists, using a tabular form, using a cheap form of reproduction),
but "none eliminated the need for an additional source of funding; the
tabular form of publication was tried unsuccessfully in 1986. The only two
methods insuring continuance of the counts were either to double the regular
subscription rate to American Birds or to continue the participation fee
at a level that would offset the additional costs of this issue. The latter
alternative was unanimously recommendedvby the committee; Even though
the current participation fees do not cover the costs of publication of this
issue, they are sufficient to offset the need to raise the subscripion rate
to American Birds. :
The national Christmas Bird Count has become the largest database
for bird population changes in this country. Despite problems with quality
control of the records, which have been improved'in.recent years through
more stringent editorial policy, this database is of extreme importance to.
knowledge for bird conservation. It is especially important that established
counts continue to be published in American Birds to maintain this database.
Therefore, the Board of Directors of the K.O.S. strongly recommends
that compilers of Kentucky counts that have been published in American
Birds continue to support the counts, collect the participation fees and
submit the counts to both American Birds and The Kentucky Warbler.
KENTUCKY BREEDING BIRD ATLAS UPDATE
The seventh and final season for the Kentucky Breeding Bird Atlas
has been completed. Field work by Kentucky State Nature Preserves Com
mission staff and seasonal employees with the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources Nongame Wildlife Program supplemented
volunteer effort by members of the Kentucky. Ornithological Society to
finish off the job. As a result, we can proudly say that all 727 priority
blocks in the state have had some coverage! Sincere thanks are extended to
all KOS members who have participated in the field work since it was
initiated in 1985. Those who se^ed as regional coordinators through the
course of the project deserve special .thanks. Nearly all data have been
processed and writing on The Kentucky Breeding Bird Atlas is underway.
It is hoped that a final product can be out by late in 1992. Thanks again
to all who helped make this project a success. — BRAINARD PALMER-
BALL, JR., State Coordinator, Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commis
sion, 407 Broadway, Frankfort, 40601.
